Animating Communities Through Dance Project Proposal

Harvesting for the Future: Global Harvest Dance Project

(A Youth Challenge International Project)

Collaboration: Tammara Soma and Sophie Price

I. Introduction

In this age of globalization and fast food, an age where rural lands are being developed into vast expanses of real estates and malls, there is a need for us to stop and reflect upon the way our food is being produced. The first question we should ask is where does our food come from? The second question is how is it produced? And the third question is who produces our food? 

The fact of the matter is that we are facing a worldwide global dependency on imported food. Rather than producing food for our own sustenance and building the local economy, we rely on foreign imports which not only contributes to higher rates of greenhouse gas emissions, but also leads to the destruction of the local agricultural infrastructure. 

More and more farmers in Indonesia are leaving their rural surroundings to look for new employment opportunities as fertile agricultural lands are being swallowed for non-agricultural development. This affects both the loss of Indonesia’s identity as an agrarian nation, and the loss of sovereignty over our food production. This is further not only a problem specific to Indonesia, but is a common pattern occurring the world over. From the “developed” to the “underdeveloped” nations, rural to urban migration occurs while only the large-scale farmers can afford to stay with their farms of mass-production. It is this loss of identity and the pressing issue of food security that encouraged me to develop the Harvesting for the Future: Global Harvest Dance Project.

Due to my (Tammara) involvement with Youth Challenge International as the Leader for Food Security in the Volunteer Advisory Council, I plan to develop a global dance project involving a harvest festival and a harvest dance performance. The importance of sustainable food is obviously a global issue and utilizing dance as a method for creating awareness and activism is a creative way to address this issue. Moreover, in collaboration with Sophie Price who comes from a rural agricultural community in Canada, the global harvest dance project is also a beautiful venue for developing cross-cultural understanding, dialogue and respect between people of various nations. 

While encouraging the global connections to occur between rural participants of many nations, we further intend to address issues surrounding egalitarian participation. It is the enduring trend that “experts” from “developed” nations with Western education are given precedent over “uneducated” individuals from “underdeveloped” nations. However, this attitude cannot be sustained if we wish to promote sustainability in any sense of the word, therefore, our programs will strive for the goal of equality and equity between all participants such that their broad knowledge base may be shared between each individual and community. 

II. Process

The Indonesian harvest dance is varied from island to island ranging from simple movements to the complex. The harvest dance that Sophie and I will be performing will be a mix of traditional and contemporary movements based on the Javanese harvest dance. The movements will represent the connection between the farmers and the earth, the seed and the future. We believe that the harvest dance is wonderful way to re-create/reconnect the bond that we have lost with our food and with those who grow our food. Over time, and through additional collaborations, we wish to add a montage of varying dances related to harvest time from around the globe. The commonality of connections represented in these dances are an example proving that linkages can be built, mobilization for common goals can be shared, and that we can surmount geographical as well as cultural differences. 

The global dance project hopes to bring farmers and people from around the world to share their perspective harvest dance or rituals in a large celebration of diversity. This celebration is a powerful force against the polarizing and marginalizing impact of globalization.

Components:

Educational awareness

1. Importance of sustainable food production

2. Importance of supporting the local economy

3. Importance of seed saving and promoting biodiversity

4. Building relationships between farmers (producers) and consumers

5. Promotion of food security and sovereignty

6. Promotion of cross cultural understanding and respect

7. Sharing knowledge of various methods of food production

8. Anti-globalization movement against fast food, and the hegemony of monoculture

Harvest Festival

The harvest festival is another component of the project. In this festival, there will be bazaars, various food stalls and cooking demonstration. However, the host country will be given the primary opportunity to demonstrate its traditional food, products, and artisanship to those attending festival.

Harvest festivals occur in many fashions around the globe, from the slowly fading “fall fair” here in Canada to the various representations elsewhere. Through the venue of those cultural gatherings already in place and the Harvest Festivals to be created, we seek to encourage a sense of community pride through promoting an understanding of the validity and importance of a rural agricultural base.

III. Location and time

We propose to perform the first harvest dance at the Faculty of Environmental Studies Eco Media Festival (February 28th to March 4th 2007). This will be a great opportunity for us to initiate the movement locally and create awareness at the campus level. 

Eventually, we hope to create a broader/larger movement by performing the dance project and harvest festival globally and annually, invite farmers from around the world (similar to that of the Terra Madre Slow Food conference held in Turin) to perform, share knowledge and mobilize. In a larger scale, we hope to sponsor farmers to attend the festival and ensure that a supportive network can be built to promote the infrastructure for local food production. 

IV. Class Presentation

We hope to present our dance project following the Eco Media Festival on Wednesday, March 7th 2007 as we will be able to share our performance experience with the rest of the class. In addition, as the nature of our dance pertains to food, we hope to share healthy and sustainably produced food. This means the sharing of locally produced Canadian food as well as traditional Indonesian food.

